
Planning for the Legal and Financial Future
of a Loved One with Mental Illness
Patrick Bradley, Esq., has prepared an informative overview of estate planning, which is especially helpful if you have a loved one with mental illness or another disability.  To read this overview, click here.
Additional helpful sources of information on planning for the future include:
National Alliance on Mental Illness





800-950-NAMI (6264)

www.nami.org (search for estate planning and click on the first link = Special Needs Estate Planning Resources)
Website has estate planning guidance system (“How To”), including state specific considerations.  Website also has links to several resources.  

The ARC Community Trust of PA






610-265-4788

http://www.arctrust.org/ 
Trustee services including a pooled trust option for families seeking an affordable way to set aside assets into a trust without losing eligibility for government benefits.  Website has primer on government benefits and links to other resources.

Disability Rights Network of PA






215-238-8070

www.drnpa.org (click on Estate Planning/Guardianship)
Works with people with disabilities and their families to ensure their rights to live in their communities with the services they need, to receive a full and inclusive education, and to have control and self–determination over their services.  Website has links and publications, including:  “Estate Planning for Families of Persons with Disabilities”, “Estate Planning for Families of Persons with Disabilities—Lawyer’s Edition”, “Guardianship in Pennsylvania”, and “Power of Attorney”.
Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council



www.md-council.org (click on Publications and Reports and then, Planning Now)
Public policy organization whose website includes a thorough consideration of all aspects of estate planning including government, financial and health benefits, financial planning and trusts.  
L. Mark Russell et al., Planning for the Future (American Publishing Company; updated regularly, so look for most recent edition)
PLAN (Planned Lifetime Assistance Network)




610-687-4036  
http://www.planofpa.org/
Provides fee-for-service case management, personal care planning for the future, representative payee service, and special-needs trust services.
SpecNeedsPlanning

