CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

National Alliance of Mental Illness of Virginia Presents the:

2010 Joshua S. Collins Award of Excellence

The Joshua S. Collins Award of Excellence is a distinguished honor the National Alliance of Mental Illness of Virginia (NAMI Virginia) awards in recognition of an individual, organization or NAMI Virginia affiliate whom exemplifies excellence in the mental health community. Open to all nominees, this award highlights an outstanding performance at both individual and team levels. It celebrates the exceptional work, commitment, advocacy and creativity of those who are making a notable contribution to people who suffer with a brain disorder.

History: The Joshua S. Collins award for excellence was established in 2007 by Barry and Kathy Harkey in honor of their son Joshua. Joshua expressed kindness, courage, and compassion toward others throughout his life, and during his struggle with a brain disorder. Joshua lost his battle with mental illness on January 8, 2006. He served in the United States Navy; the Commonwealth Challenge National Guard Cadet Program, and was a beloved son, brother, grandson, nephew, and cousin. Joshua was an upstanding citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia for 24 years. He is remembered through this award, and in the hearts, minds, and memories of those who knew and loved him. His spirit lives on in those honored by this award; those whose contributions to the mental health community express compassion and caring of others whom are affected with a mental illness.     
Award recipient will be awarded the following:

1. A plaque for recognition of excellence

2. Description of recognition in NAMI Virginia newsletter and on NAMI Virginia website

3. Presentation of “recognition of excellence” plaque at the yearly NAMI Virginia state convention

4. The recipient’s name and year presented with the Joshua S. Collins award will be engraved on a beautiful plaque that will hang in NAMI  Virginia’s headquarters

5. A check in the amount of $500.00 will be applied toward the award recipient local NAMI Virginia affiliate or toward an established non–profit organization (award recipient choice) that provides services for mentally disabled people.       

Nomination Form and Instructions
Eligibility:

· Nominate any NAMI Virginia affiliate, individual representing an affiliate, or non-profit organization (NON-NAMI) demonstrating an exceptional performance. Recipients are selected for their overall dedication, achievements and contributions to individuals with a brain disorder and/or the mental health community.  

*(1) Sitting members of the Selection Committee are not eligible.

*(2) The current Joshua S. Collins Award recipient is not eligible for consideration for the next three years.

Format/Nomination Submissions:

· All nominations must be completed on the official nomination form.
· Typed entries are strongly encouraged.
· Attach additional sheets as needed.
· Please limit nomination forms to no more than THREE pages, double-spaced.
· Nominations can be submitted electronically by email to kcharkey220@aol.com or by fax. Fax #: 804-883-7528. Nomination forms sent by mail should be mailed to: NAMI Virginia Award Selection Committee at 14430 King Rd. Doswell, Va.  23047.   
What to Include:

· Nominations should explain how the nominee demonstrates excellence in ONE or more of the four categories. (Please provide information for one or more categories on the nomination form).    
· Nominations should be detailed and specific, providing examples of merit wherever possible.
· Include letters of support if available.
· Include information pertaining to other aspects (if applicable) of the nominee’s achievement/work you would like to highlight.

Of Note:

· The Selection Committee will hold all nominations in confidence.
· Nominations may be resubmitted in subsequent years, but nominations will not be carried over automatically.

Deadline:

· Completed nominations are due by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 5.
· There will be no exceptionS to the nomination deadline.

Joshua S. Collins Award of Excellence Nomination Form

	Nominee:      
	Date: 

	Nominated By:       

Print Name(s)
	Signature(s) **REQUIRED**







10/9/01 8:42 AM
Nominee excellence contributes to the overall mission of benefits toward those suffering with a mental illness.  The nominee demonstrates excellence from the following category/categories:

*One or more category below must be completed. PLEASE USE ADDITIONAL PAGES. 

1) Advocacy/Community Service Activity/Relationship Building
 Summary of nomination: Describe the achievement/work, key features and the outcome/effectiveness. (Ex: Describe how the nominee’s achievement/work demonstrates excellence, leadership, and/or relationship building. What benefits/changes occurred or could potentially occur as a result of this achievement/work? What problems had to be overcome in accomplishing this achievement/work? How did the achievement benefit individuals with a brain disorder? How did the achievement/work benefit NAMI? Was this a one-time project or is it an on-going project? Did it result in long term change?)   

     
2) Commitment and Dependability

Nominee consistently strives for quality of care and services and provides outstanding service to the mental health community.  The nominee invests oneself in caring for those suffering with brain disorders and exhibits a high level of commitment; often makes personal sacrifices in order to better the world or the mentally ill. (Explain).

     
3) Creativity/Innovation/NAMI Virginia Participation

Nominee displays a willingness to try and offer new and creative ideas that offer assistance in receiving the best possible care and services for those suffering with a brain disorder. Nominee is a good, compassionate individual, is resourceful, and is a good steward of NAMI Virginia. (Explain).

     
4) Education/Stigma Reduction/Teamwork and Leadership

Nominee enhances cooperation, morale, and teamwork; displays courtesy, diplomacy, and flexibility; and is responsive to others regarding mental health issues.  Nominee consistently provides effective and sensitive leadership through knowledge, example, and attitude and works well with others. Nominee works toward educating the public and reducing stigma. (Explain). 

     
Thank you for participating in the Joshua S. Collins Award of Excellence recognition program!  Please make sure the form is complete and return no later than 5:00 p.m. May 5, 2010 to:

 NAMI Virginia Award Selection Committee

14430 King Rd., Doswell, Va.  23047
